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My name is Ben Goldman. I am a visual artist, a resident of Weehawken, and a member of the executive board of the National Visual Artists Guild. 

When we talk about cutting arts programs, we’re not talking about eliminating support for some kind of luxury good in lieu of essential government services. 

Tens of thousands of artists live and work in New Jersey, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
Artists are the working poor of the arts industry. Most make less than $5,000 per year from their art, most have no health insurance, and most struggle with odd jobs to support their work. 
If New Jersey’s cultural industry produces over a billion dollars in revenues, as estimated by Rutgers University, then its largest donors are NOT corporations, governments, or other wealthy benefactors. 
Artists provide the greatest subsidy to the cultural life of our state, and of our nation. 

In my small community, I know hundreds of artists who are struggling to meet the basic needs of their families, including painters, sculptors, actors, musicians, dancers, designers, poets, and play writes. 

If the State cuts funding for the arts, it’s eliminating one of the few opportunities artists have to be compensated for their work, and to advance their careers. Just the tiniest grant, exhibition, performance, or teaching opportunity can make or break a career. Even prior to the proposed cuts, artists have had far too few state-funded opportunities of this kind. 

I’ve been very privileged to have had State-funded venues throughout New Jersey show my work. These opportunities have enabled me to work as an artist in this State. They’ve included non-profits such as Aljira, City Without Walls, the New Jersey Center for Visual Arts, as well as colleges, universities, community art centers, and galleries. The elimination of State art funds will mean that many of these opportunities will vanish. 
I was particularly honored to be an Artist in Residence at the Newark Museum, which receives vital funding from the state, and provides a wide range of incredible services to students and art lovers of all ages. They provided me with the MOST GENEROUS honorarium I’ve ever received as a working artist. And yet, in return for working full-time at the Museum for a month, I was paid less than minimum wage. This has to be one of the most tax-efficient subsidies in State government. 
In fact, the latest national study finds that for every dollar the government spends on the arts, in return, the arts industry generates more than eight dollars in tax revenues (Americans for the Arts, 2003). That’s definitely the best return on investment I’ve heard of in a long time. Wouldn’t it be a terrible irony if for every dollar cut from the arts budget, there was an eight-dollar loss in tax revenues? 
During weak economies, artists are among the most vulnerable financially of all working people. Along with evaporating investment portfolios, private and commercial purchases of art are scuttled. Attendance at art events shrinks, struggling galleries and non-profits disappear. 

During economic downswings, many artists are forced to stop their life’s work. Many face bankruptcy, the loss of their homes, and other dire straits. These state programs are not luxuries to struggling New Jersey artists. 

They are our life blood, providing the crumbs on which we survive. 

They enable us to create the culture of our times. 
In this time of economic uncertainty, we need MORE funding for the arts, not less, and certainly not zero. 

You’ve probably heard from others about the abundance of research showing how important arts are to economic development, especially in distressed urban areas; how arts education improves student academic performance and self confidence, and how arts funding in the United States is the lowest among industrialized countries. 
If these cuts become law, the state will save less than one-tenth of one-percent of its budget. It will also lose one of its most effective and vital public spending programs. 
What are we fighting for around the world if not the freedom to create and enjoy American culture and prosperity? 

I hope my testimony provides some insight on how such draconian measures will devastate the lives and livelihoods of tens of thousands of working artists in the State. 

We are your constituents. We’re educated, we’re informed, and we vote. Many of us will have to stop working as artists as a result of the Governor’s proposed cuts, but we will not forget what YOU do NOW for our community. 

If you want to make our tax dollars go further to help our working poor, to help our schools, and to help spur economic growth in our urban centers, it’s time to raise spending on the arts, not cut it. 
-------------------------
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